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Napoleon was still at Bayonne. He had concluded the two treaties with Ferdinand and Charles IV.* Joseph had been recalled from Naples and placed on the Spanish throne. To Charles IV. was assigned Compiegne, and to Ferdinand the Castle of Navarre. Charles IV. had a civil list of thirty millions of reals; Ferdinand, still under the title of Prince of the Asturias (for it must be borne in mind that the Emperor had never given him any other denomination) had only an annuity allotted him of four hundred thousand francs for himself and his descendants; and in the event of his having no issue, this income was to revert to his brother and his uncle.
However, the Emperor allowed Ferdinand an additional income of six hundred thousand francs from the Treasury of France; which, in the event of his demise, was to revert to the Princess of the Asturias. All this produced a singular effect in Paris. Even the French were amazed at this change of Sovereigns. Already the Prince and Queen of Portugal had set the example, and the Spanish Royal Family followed in the track with incredible celerity. Alas! the time was approaching when downfalls of royalty were to become too familiar to us.
The work of Spam's misfortunes was accomplished. Ferdinand VII. had removed from Bayonne to the prison of Valengay, which he was doomed not to leave until six years after, and Charles IV. repaired to Compiegne, where the Governor of the Palace received him and took him into his safe keeping: this was Comte de Laval-Montmor-ency. A few days afterward the Emperor received an address from the Supreme Junta sitting at Bayonne, praying that he would send his brother Joseph to reign over Spain. The Council of Castile and the Municipality of Madrid expressed the same wish.
Notwithstanding all that has been said to the contrary, no desire was ever more voluntary or more unanimous; and as the city was not occupied by the French troops the opinions of its inhabitants were freely manifested. Even in the presence of French troops, the silence of the Spaniards was expressive. On the 23d of May, Valencia and Seville were in a state of insurrection, and on the 27th, Saint Ferdinand's Day, the whole of Aragon rose.
*The famous treaty by which Charles abandoned the heritage of his ancestors was signed on the sth of May, 1808.